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I'm writing to you regarding the Government of India’s Gazette Notification dated 5*
September 2017 on Indian Telcgraph (Amendment) Rules, 2017, regarding Mandatory
Testing and Certification of the Telecom Equipment (MTCTE) and various clarifications,
rules and requirements being issued by the Telecommunications Engineering Centre
(TEC) pertaining to the same.

1 would like 1o convey the concerns raised by various European companics operating in
India on the risk of supply chain disruption from 1 October 2018, when imporied telccom
network products will have to be re-ested for conformity and certified in India. It is
understood that TEC, the responsible implementing organisation, has not yet finalized the
‘guidelines and requirements for the respective telecom equipment and devices subject to
the mandatory testing and certification, and that a confirmatory notification and final
decision should be issued by the Government for the roll-out of the measures.

1t has been brought to my knowledge that a number of shipments carrying telecom
cquipment/devices to be procured by the companies present in India are expected to
arrive at Indian ports in the month of October 2018 and subscquent months. Any
ambiguity on the implementation of MTCTE guidelines may cause several bottlenecks in
customs clearances of the telecom equipmentdevices at Indian ports, which will severely
impact the business operations of these companies and can lead to heavy financial losses.

Furthermore, the implementation of testing of equipment requires sufficient testing
laboratory capacity to expeditiously perform the required tasks, which should be ensured
at the onset of the application of the new requirement. This aspect continues to be a major
concem for the respective companies in the implementation of the said guidelincs, in the
absence of a fully operational network of testing laboratories.

In the view of the above, the adverse impact on the companics concerned cannot be
undermined. In addition the uncertainty so close to the announced date of rolling-out
mandatory testing causes a lot of nervousness in the business sector.
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1 would therefore respectfully request the Government of India to consider postponing the
implementation date of the mandatory testing from 1 October 2018 to a later date next year
‘when all processes and facilitics arc ready for a seamless operation, limiting the adverse
impact on the European companics operating in India.

Meanwhile, 1 would also appreciate that the Government continues to recognise the
certificates obtained by our companies from internationally recognised laboratories based

in Europe.

In recognition of the Government's objective to ensure the safety and sceurity of the
products concerned, let me also take this opportunity 1o invite a team of experts from the
Department of Telecommunications to visit testing laboratories in Europe which are
globally recognised for their testing and certification processes, in order to share best
practices and provide expertise and in-depth understanding on the critical aspects involved
in setting up such laboratorics.

1also invite India to explore the possibility of a Mutual Recognition Agreement with the
European Union on conformity assessment procedures, similar 1o the one existing between
India and Singapore. This would eliminate the cost of retesting and re-certification of
telecom products, and optimise the supply chain of manufacturers and importers/exporters
of telecommunication equipment.

We look forward to continuing our joint efforts in enabling a cooperative and conducive

environment for the European businesses which have invested in India,
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