
 

 
Maive RUTE 

 
Nationality: 

 

 
 Estonian 

 

Academic 
qualifications: 

 2013: Fellow at the Harvard University 
 2009: MA in International Politics, CERIS, Brussels (magna cum laude) 
 1998: Certification on banking and finance, Estonian Banking Union  
 1996: MBA in Danube University Krems, Austria 
 1991: Degree in economics, Estonian University of Life Sciences (magna cum laude) 

Professional 
experience in the 

European 
Institutions: 

 Since 1 November 2020: Deputy Director-General, DG Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW) 
 

 04.2016 – 09.2019: Deputy Director-General, DG Joint Research Centre (JRC) 
covering energy, transport and climate research and JRC Sites development. 
 

 07.2013 – 04.2016: Director for Resources, DG Research and Innovation (RTD), led 
the delegation of Horizon 2020 programme management to the Executive Agencies.  
 

 07.2009 – 07.2013: Director for Biotechnologies and Agriculture Research, DG RTD, 
responsible for research programming, creation of new European bio-economy 
strategy; establishment of Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking. 

 
 04.2005 – 06.2009: Director for SME’s Competitiveness and Entrepreneurship, DG 

Enterprise and Industry, led the first Small Business Act for Europe; establishment of 
the Enterprise Europe Network; creation of ERASMUS for Entrepreneurs programme.  

Professional 
experience 

before joining the 
European 

Institutions: 

 10.2019 – 10.2020: Deputy Governor at the central bank of Estonia: macro prudential 
stability, initiated green banking and research into central bank digital currency. 
 

 09.2000 – 04.2005: CEO of national export, SME and housing promotion fund KredEx. 
KredEx is also the Export Credit Agency of Estonia. 
 

 04.1997 – 08.2000: Managing Director of the Rural Credit Guarantee Fund 
 

 08.1995 – 03.1997: Analyst at the Baltic American Enterprise Fund 
 

 10.1994 – 08.1995: Member of the audit team at PriceWaterhouse Coopers 
 

 03.1992 – 09.1994: Country Director of US AID funded VOCA dealing with 
privatisation and transition of agriculture and food industry in Estonia  

Other 
professional 

activities: 

 2019 – current: member of the national research and development council advising 
the Estonian Prime Minister 

 2019 -  current: member of the council of the Tallinn University of Technology 
 2002 – 2005: Management and communication skills trainer of the JCI (Worldwide 

Federation of Young Leaders and Entrepreneurs) 
 2000 – 2002: Member of the OECD Baltic working group and the Steering committee 

for SME policy. 

Language skills:  Estonian (mother tongue) 
 
 English (excellent), German (very good), French (good), Russian (good), Spanish 

(basic) 

 


